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Welcome and Introductions

No recordings please*
*For reasons associated with Information Governance and confidentiality
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1. Data requirements 
2. Data entry – including how to check and update 

your data
3. Quality Improvement (QI) resources / tools to 

support this

In advance of 2023 reports’ submission deadlines

4. Opportunity to understand which resources most 
known and found useful

Aims – answer 
questions about 
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Which CRANE resources 
do you use?

• CRANE website – distinct from CRANE Database access

• https://www.crane-database.org.uk/

• Twitter  @CRANE_News

• Newsletter

• Annual report

• Helpdesk crane@rcseng.ac.uk

• Others

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/CRANE_News
mailto:crane@rcseng.ac.uk


Data requirements
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Timeline for 2023

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/data-collection-milestones-for-2023/
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/data-collection-milestones-for-2023/


• Data entered by Friday 30 June 2023 included

• Figures presented - calculated using valid data as 
denominators 

• Subject to the usual inclusions and exclusions 

CRANE Annual Report 2023
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/reports/crane-database-2022-annual-report/

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/reports/crane-database-2022-annual-report/


Supplementary tables
- new layout for 2022

Provided in a workbook alongside the Annual Report

Chapter Birth year(s) Topic

Registration 2018-20 combined and 2021

Chapter 3.1 Registrations in CRANE

3.1.1.  Registrations 

3.1.3.  Sex and Cleft type

Chapter 3.2 Timing of diagnosis 

3.2.2.  Timing of diagnosis for all cleft types

3.2.3.  Timing of diagnosis for clefts involving the lip

Chapter 3.3 Timely diagnosis of cleft palate

3.3.  Timely diagnosis of cleft palate

Chapter 3.4 Gestational age and birth weight

3.4.2.  Gestational age 

3.4.4.  Birth weight

Chapter 3.5 Contact with cleft services

3.5.2.  Referral time and contact time

Consent status 2012-14 combined and 2015

Chapter 4.1 4.1.  Consent

CRANE Audit Report 2022 - Supplementary tables and information

Table Of Contents (TOC)
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/reports/crane-database-2022-annual-report/

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/reports/crane-database-2022-annual-report/


Data entry
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1. Data Dictionary
& Data Collection Forms

Do you create your 
own? How do you 

keep them aligned to 
regular updates?

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/crane-data-dictionary/
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/


Future update: Developmental 
Defects of Enamel (DDE)

• Guides

• Data collection forms and data dictionary 

• Exports and Imports

• All soon to be updated:

Normal SN = score of 1

• Preliminary information on completeness – April 2023 10

Learning 
from 

Psychology



2. Adding a new patient and 
updating their data

• Demo 

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/

• Search

• Imports

• Reports – Tables 

behind log-in
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/


3. Checking data 
completeness and accuracy
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• Demo 

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/

• Advanced search

• Downloading your data / Exports

• Ideal relationship between exports and imports

• Remember ‘overwrite’ of imports

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/


4. Guides

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/

11 Guides
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/


5. Video demonstrations
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/

6 Video 

demonstrations

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/


6. FAQs. E.g. Registrations: 
Births in UK

https://www.crane-
database.org.uk/about
/faq/professionals/
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/about/faq/professionals/


Quality Improvement 
resources / tools
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1. Recap
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1. Data Dictionary & Data Collection Forms

2. Search and advanced search

3. Imports an Exports

4. Reports behind log-in e.g. Missing identifiers

5. Guides and video demonstrations



2. Workbooks, March 2022

• Try to complete workbooks shared with services 
March 2022

• These contained missing or potentially incorrect 
data flagged within our system

• Correcting these errors will improve the accuracy 
of the data used for future analyses and reporting 
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/crane-local-action-plan-2022/

To drive quality 

Improvement

Note: 

Recs 9, 4 & 11, 

26 & 27

3. Local action plan
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/crane-local-action-plan-2022/


Frequent queries received by 
CRANE helpdesk
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Which sections of the Database 
do you feel responsible for?

Registry 
details

Consent
Outcome 

data

• Registration
• Sex and cleft type
• Timing of diagnosis
• Contact with team
• Robin sequence
• Syndrome

• Gestational age
• Birth weight

Age 1
• Growth
• Psychology – 1st screen
Age 5
• Growth
• Dental
• Facial growth
• Speech
• Psychology

• Verification

Blue items affect data 
completion for all



Q1. Who can update data?

• CRANE does not mandate who does this

• When data entered for a patient – option to look 
back at other data fields to check completion and 
accuracy

• Particularly for cleft type and syndromes
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• Some concerns from CEN groups about patients from 
other services being included in outcome reporting 

• For managing transfers use the relevant guides and video 
demonstrations

• Video https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/video-
demonstration-managing-patient-transfers/

• Guide https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/guide-
quick-reference-for-managing-patient-records/

Q2. Patient transfers
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https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/video-demonstration-managing-patient-transfers/
https://www.crane-database.org.uk/resources/guide-quick-reference-for-managing-patient-records/


70 records missing consent to

link to health data and education data (out of 23,608)
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Q3. Warning about consent to linkage 
to health and education data blocking 
saving of outcome data



Q4. Data submission
deadlines

• Monday 3 April 2023 – extract for Preliminary 
report

• Friday 30 June 2023 – extract for Annual report

• 5-year outcomes for 2014 to 2016 births

• Registrations for 2020 to 2022 births 

• Use our resources to check your data

• Contact crane@rcseng.ac.uk with queries
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mailto:crane@rcseng.ac.uk


Your Questions Answered
Ad-hoc questions from attendees about 
any concerns or aspects of CRANE data 

checking and entry
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New starters
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Training resources

• Colleagues who have attended this session

• Guides and videos

• Search function

• Encourage 

colleagues to 

scroll down

• Newsletters + 

• Tues 23 May next proposed Q&A



Resources helpful to support 
data entry and checking?
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Thank you

crane@rcseng.ac.uk

@CRANE_News

https://www.crane-database.org.uk/
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mailto:crane@rcseng.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/CRANE_News
https://www.crane-database.org.uk/

