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KEY:
Red = Anonymised and Aggregated data.  Green = Identifiable / Sensitive (Section 251 approval / consent).   Blue = Pseudonymised data.   Grey Italics = Future / planned data linkage. 
Abbreviations: DfE = Department for Education. ONS = Office for National Statistics. PEDW = Patient Episode Database for Wales . PHE = Public Health England.
*Only staff directly involved in the project (CRANE project team members), have access to these datasets.

CRANE online data 
collection / IT system
IT system supplier: Crown
Informatics.
Managed by: The CRANE 
Project Team (RCSEng).
Controller: NHS England 
(Lead commissioner)
(Identifiable / Sensitive)

Hospital Episode Statistics 
(HES) and ONS Mortality 
Data 
Controller: NHS Digital
(Identifiable / Sensitive)

National Pupil Database 
Controller: DfE
(Identifiable / Sensitive)

PEDW Data 
Controller: Wales 
Information Centre
(Identifiable / Sensitive)

Scottish HES
Controller: Information 
Services Division Scotland
(Identifiable / Sensitive)

Newborn Hearing Screening 
Programme
Controller: PHE
(Identifiable / Sensitive)

Trust reports 
Trusts / Local Health Boards 
can view online reports that 
provide them with 
aggregated results on 
selected indicators to 
support local audit. 
(Anonymised / Aggregated 
data) 
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(NHS Digital)

Link with National Pupil 
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case ascertainment
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Link with Scottish HES for 
case ascertainment
(Information Services 
Division Scotland)

Link to Newborn Hearing 
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RCSEng Secure Server
Controller: RCSEng
(Identifiable / 
Sensitive) 

CRANE Project Team  
link CRANE extract to 
other datasets, merging 
datasets as appropriate 
– for example to HES –
for analysis
Merged files stored on 
secure server and 
analyses conducted on 
secure server.
(Identifiable / Sensitive) 

Analyses of all data
CRANE Project Team 
analyse identifiable 
information to create 
aggregated data tables, 
graphs and other outputs of 
non-identifiable data 
(Identifiable / Sensitive) 

CRANE Data Requests from Third 
Parties 
Managed via the Cleft 
Development Group (CDG) 
approval process, on behalf of 
NHS England (Lead 
commissioner)
(Pseudonymised / Anonymised / 
Aggregated data)

Annual Reports 
Published under 
'Publications' section of the 
CRANE Website
(Anonymised / Aggregated 
data) 

Peer reviewed articles and 
papers
Signposted on the 
'Publications' section of the 
CRANE Website 
(Anonymised / Aggregated 
data) 

Other contracted outputs 
Data for Specialised Services 
Quality Dashboard to 
Methods Analytics (As 
contracted by NHS England, 
NHS Wales and Northern 
Ireland)
(Anonymised / Aggregated 
data) 

Ongoing CRANE data 
collection 
Controller: Trusts
Participating Trusts enter 
patient data into CRANE’s 
online data collection / IT 
system. 
(Identifiable / Sensitive) 

Dental Data
Controller: NHS Business 
Services Authority
(Identifiable / Sensitive)

Link to Dental Data
(NHS Business Services 
Authority)

National Opt Out
Each Trust / Local Health 
Board applies national opt 
out by flagging patients who 
chose to withhold or 
withdraw their consent for 
data collection and linkage.

CRANE Project Team take 
an extract of audit health 
care data for analysis
Extract stored on secure 
server and analyses 
conducted on secure server.
(Identifiable / Sensitive) 

CRANE linkage extract(s)
File(s) including data on
patient identifiers only for 
linkage process(es), after 
national opt out is applied: 
CRANE ID, NHS No., Sex, 
Date of Birth, Postcode
(Identifiable / Sensitive)

Trust exports 
Each Trust / Local Health 
Board can download data 
on their own patients for 
analysis from CRANE’s 
online data collection / IT 
system. 
(Identifiable / Sensitive) 
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